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Munster has been very well represented at International 
level from the Home International, the Coupe de la 
Jeunesse and right up to the Olympic Stage.  It is very 
encouraging to see our clubs represented at such a high 
level.  We had representation from Junior Level right up 
to our Olympic Team.  Below is a summary of our athletes 
from Munster who represented Ireland at the di� erent 
international events over the past season. 

Home International 2022
London Docklands)

Athletes selected to row at this year’s Home International 
were.
• Senior Men Scull: Donnacha Keely (Clonmel), Rory O’ 

Neill (UL).
• Senior Women Scull: Roisin Merz (Shandon), Lauren O’ 

Brien (UL).
• Junior Men Scull: David Ross Chu (Shandon), Aidan 

Kearney (St. Michael’s), Ethan O’ Neill (Muckross).
• Junior Women Scull: Aoife Hendy (Skibbereen), Karen 

Carey (Cappoquin).
• Senior Men Sweep: Michael Cronin (Cork), Jonny 

Cuddy (Cork)
• Senior Women Sweep: Orla Ga� ney (UL), Carina 

Coughlan (UL), Chris Kirwan (UL), Marie Christine 
Gerhart (UL). Kate Healy (Shannon), Ciara Davis 
(Shannon).

• Junior Men Sweep: Cormac Benson (St. Michaels), 
Fionn Mc Donell (St. Michaels), Liam Walter 
(Castleconnell), Sean O Neill (Castleconnell).

• Junior Women Sweep: Sophia Monahan (Lee Valley), 
Keelan Keating (Lee Valley), Ailise O Sullivan ( 
Skibbereen), Jessica Crowley (Skibbereen).

Coaches
• Stuart Mc Donnell (St Michaels)
• Anouk Delimenta (Castleconnell)
• Denise Walsh (Skibbereen)
• Ciara O Brien ( UL)

Coupe de la Jeunesse 2022
Castrela de Mino, Spain

Saturday
• JM2X Gold – Shane Ra� erty (St. Michaels)
• JM4+ Final A – 6th Place – Christopher O’Donovan 

(Skibbereen), Noah Giltinan (Pres), Andrew O’Leary 
(Pres), James Young (Cork).

• JW4- Final B – 7th Place – Kelly Oforji (Skibbereen).
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Sunday
• JM2X Gold – 1st Place – Shane Ra� erty (St. Michaels)
• JM4+ Final A – 5th Place – Christopher O’Donovan 

(Skibbereen), Noah Giltinan (Pres), Andrew O’Leary 
(Pres), James Young (Cork).

• JW4- Final A – 6th Place – Kelly Oforji (Skibbereen).

2022 European Rowing Under 23 Championships 
Hazewinkel, Belgium

• BM1X  Final B –10th Place -  Ryan Spelman (UL)
• BLW1X Final B –7tht Place – Niamh Co� ey (UL)

2022 European Championships
Munich, Germany

• LM2x Gold Fintan McCarthy (Skibbereen), Paul 
O’Donovan (UCC)

• LW1x Final A – 4th Place – Aoife Casey (UCC)
• LW2x – Final A – 4th Place – Margret Cremen (UCC) 

,Lydia Heaphy (Skibbereen)
• W8+ 7th place – Zoe Hyde(Kilorglin), Emily Hegarty 

(UCC), Tara Hanlon (UCC), Natalie Long (Lee Valley), 
Leah O’Regan (Shandon) 

• W2X 12th Place - Zoe Hyde (Kilorglin)
• W2- Final A – 4th place – Emily Hegarty (UCC) 
• W4- -Final A – Silver – 2nd place - Tara Hanlon (UCC), 

Natalie Long (Lee Valley)

2022 World Cup 2
Poznan, Poland

• LM1x Final B – 11th place - Gary O’Donovan 
(Skibbereen) 

• LM1xFinal A – Silver – 2nd place - Fintan McCarthy 
(Skibbereen)

• W4- Final A – Bronze -3rd place -  Tara Hanlon (UCC), 
Natalie Long (Lee Valley)

• W2- Final A – Bronze – 3rd place – Emily Hegarty (UCC) 
• W2x Final A – Silver – 2nd place – Zoe Hyde (Kilorglin) 
• LW2X Final A – Silver – 2nd place – Margret Cremen 

(UCC), Lydia Heaphy (Skibbereen)

2022 World Cup 3
Lucerne, Switzerland

• LM1X – Final A – Gold Paul O Donovan (UCC)

2022 World U23 Championships
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Varese, Italy

• BW1X – Final A – Bronze -3rd place – Alison Bergin 
(Fermoy)

• BM4- - Final A – Bronze – 3rd place – Andrew Sheehan 
(Lee),Adam Murphy (Shandon), John Kearney (UCC)

2022 World Juniors
Varese, Italy

• JM2X – C Final -13th Place – Ciaran O’Sullivan (Lee).
• JW2X – A Final – 6th Place  -Holly Davis (Lee Valley), 

Anna Keating (Shannon).
• JW4X – B Final -9th Place – Moya Knowles 

(Skibbereen),Ayla O’Neill (Kenmare),Kate Reidy (Lee), 
Lauren McCarthy-Steele (Skibbereen)

2022 World Rowing Championships
Racice, Czech Republic

• LM2x – Final A – Gold  – Fintan McCarthy (Skibbereen), 
Paul O’Donovan (UCC)

• LW2X – Final A –Bronze -3rd Place – Mags Cremen 
(UCC), Aoife Casey (UCC).

• LW1X –Final B - 9th Place – Lydia Heaphy (Skibbereen).
• W1X –Final C – 17th Place – Alison Bergin (Fermoy).
• W2X –Bronze – 3rd Place – Zoe Hyde (Killorglin).
• W2- -Final B - 8th Place – Natalie Long (Lee Valley), 

Tara O’Hanlon (UCC).
• W4- - Final A – 6th Place – Emily Hegarty (UCC).
• M4- -Final B – 8th Place –Jack Dorney (Shandon), John 

Kearney (UCC).

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the 
Munster Clubs to congratulate each and every athlete 
that represented Ireland at international events over the 
past season.  I think it is worth noting that each  of the 
athletes on the HP Team have come from clubs like yours 
and mine .  Clubs is where the green shoots spring, and 
the beginning of every athlete’s journey in our sport.   
Munster has a strong representation across all grades 
at international level and I hope that continues into the 
future and make sure that you all keep up the good work 
in your clubs.  

We have not only been represented by athletes 
internationally, coaches and umpires have also 
represented us and will continue to do so.  Dominic Casey 
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(Skibbereen) is the HP lightweight coach and Fran Keane 
is the men’s coach on the HP Team. Both Kieran Kerr and 
Lisa O’Callaghan are FISA Umpires who represent Ireland 
at International Events.  There are opportunities to fl ourish 
in our sport without being an athlete and it is important 
that we all recognise this and encourage clubs to branch 
out into these areas.  It will help retain people in our sport.  

Condolences:  The branch would like to take this 
opportunity to extend their condolences to those who 
have had family and friends pass away over the last 
twelve months.  

Emily Dulohery
Vice-President
Rowing Ireland - Munster Branch
November 2022
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Ulster Branch Report
Brenda Ewing
Chairperson

Committee Members

Garth Young
Vice  Chair  

Gordon Reid                                         
Secretary  

T Dunlop                                          
Treasurer 
                                         
D Webb  
Governance +Events 
1 rep from each a�  liated 
NI Club

Introduction

The RI Ulster Branch aims to promote the sport of rowing 
and  support RI A�  liated Clubs in NI in line with Rowing 
Ireland Strategy.

Key Achievements
from Nov 2021 to AGM Oct 2022 

Branch AGM 21st September 2021 – Covid regulations 
meant the  meeting was conducted via Zoom. Following 
this at a SGM, Gordon  Reid was elected as the Ulster 
Vice-president – to replace Brenda  Ewing - and Garth 
Young was re-elected as the Ulster  Representative, both 
for the Board of Rowing Ireland.  

NI Covid Working Group – the Group is still in existence – 
however  events resumed on a limited basis both North 
and South with Clubs  continuing to be vigilant.  

Branch Meetings – meetings have been held by Zoom 
each month  with the usual breaks taken in July and 
December.  

Branch Agenda Items

Board Business – updates given by GY or GR. The Rules 
Review  turned into a major piece of work and resulted in 
an EGM in  February 2022 to be voted on. RI Club Support 
O�  cer attended the  January Branch Meeting. D Webb 
summarised the agreed Rule  changes after the EGM.  

Governance – included work on the Governing Body 
Support  Programme, a Sport NI led initiative ( with help 
from RI) The Branch  Reps agreed an updated Confl icts of 
Interest policy, an updated  Complaints and Investigation 
policy, an updated Equity & Diversity  policy, an updated 
Safeguarding Policy and an Anti-Doping Policy  in line 
with NI requirements.  

There were also updates or queries from Clubs on Rules 
etc.,  discussions about RI Coaching courses, discussions 
about recruiting  and retaining Umpires, and updates on 
Safeguarding and vetting  issues. GR provided updates 
from the RI Governance Committee.  
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Rowing Activity  
• Event dates - D Webb co-ordinated dates for 

both local and RI  Events for the Domestic Events 
Committee consideration.  

• Newry Head - A combined Branch and Newry RC 
e� ort saw a Head held on the Canal in December – 
with a restricted entry. 

• CraigavonLakes 1k Regatta - Despite lengthy 
discussions and on-site preparations it was not possible 
to hold the event – however there is  agreement to 
re-form a working Committee by November to begin 
planning for 2023.  

• RI HP - Branch Reps were informed about the RI High 
Performance  Development Programme for both 
Juniors and University rowers  based at QUB.  

• Belturbet - S Dickie met with Belturbet RC to explain 
what may be available through RI.  

Finances – The Treasurer provided regular updates on 
the Branch accounts. Any information received by the 
Branch  Secretary regarding potential Grants available 
was circulated to all  Branch Reps throughout the year.  
• Sport NI Transition Funding Prog. – ongoing with 

assistance from RI.
• Lakes Asset Register - drawn up.  
• Mary Peters Trust – the following Awards were made 

by the Trust –  Samantha McCormick £500.00 for 
World U23 Championships /  Ciaran Purdy £500.00 for 
World U23 championships and Fergus Bryce  £500.00 
for World Junior Championships. The Trust has been a  
generous supporter to our sport over many years  

International representation – the following represented 
Rowing  Ireland in 2022:  
• World U19 & U23 Championships – F Bryce (Coleraine 

GS) / K  Pazzaia (QUBBC) / C Purdy (QUBBC) / H 
Moore (QUBBC) / N  Timoney (QUBBC)  

• European U23 Championships – C Purdy (QUBBC)  
• European Championships – R Corrigan (QUBBC) / P 

Doyle (Belfast  BC)  
• World Championships - K Pazzaia (QUBBC) P Doyle 

(Belfast BC) / R  Corrigan (QUBBC) / H Moore (QUBBC) 
/ N Timoney (QUBBC)  
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Championships 2022

• QUBBC / UCCRC – MS4x  
• QUBLBC – WClub 1x ( S McCormick)  
• QUBLBC – WI 1x ( M Curry)  
• QUBLBC – WI 2x 
• Bann RC – WJ18 1x (E Hutchinson)  
• Bann RC - WJ18 2x  
• Enniskillen RBC – WJ18 4-  
• Bann RC – WJ18 4X  
• Enniskillen RBC – WJ18 8 

Looking forward - 2022/23

Coach Education – Encourage new and existing coaches 
to get  involved in coaching and engage with the RI 
coach Education  programme.  
Events – To encourage support for Events in NI and adjust 
to suit  demand.  
Umpires – Urgently needs attention due to declining 
numbers  
Governance – to continue working on this to re-establish  
compliance level and recognition with Sport NI  
Safeguarding – ensure RIUB Clubs are compliant with RI  
requirements  
RIUB Clubs – encourage all a�  liated NI Clubs to be 
involved with  the Branch activities and discussions. 
Promote retention and  recruitment of active club 
members, coaches, o�  cials and  volunteers.

Conclusion

Thanks to all the Club representatives who attended and  
contributed to Branch meetings. Hopefully 2022-23 will see 
us  meeting face-to-face again in Rowing Clubs. I hope 
the RIUB Clubs have a successful 2022-23 

Brenda Ewing (Chair)
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Lucy Hanrahan
Anti-doping O�  cer

Anti-doping Report

Introduction/Mission

A component of funding through Sport Ireland is the 
annual reporting of the Anti-Doping O�  cer to the AGM. 
As the new Rowing Ireland Anti-Doping O�  cer, I look 
forward to continuing Anti-Doping education within our 
sport and continue to meet all requirements of the ISC. 
Key Achievements/Activities for 2021

In 2021 we had 44 Anti-Doping tests from March to 
December. Five of these were In Competition tests. There 
were NO Positive Results in 2021. We had seventeen 
athletes registered in the Registered Testing Pool and 
continue to support and educate these athletes in all 
areas of Anti- Doping. We continue to provide up to 
date information to the Anti-Doping Unit on dates and 
locations of International Regattas, Training Camps and 
Trials. We also provide a list of domestic events to the ADU 
where testing of competitors can be carried out. 

Looking Forward – 2022

We continue to operate several Anti-Doping initiatives as 
detailed below;

• Wallet card distribution to all Clubs, RTP & HIGH-
PERFORMANCE athletes, Coaching Courses & 
Workshops.

• All RTP & HIGH PERFORMANCE athletes will be required 
to complete an athlete onboarding course in which 
they will be educated on Anti-Doping, testing and the 
responsibilities of the athletes. 

• Workshops facilitated to the HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
squad detailing their Anti-Doping responsibilities’ and 
updating them on the latest issued by the ADU and 
WADA

• Posting of Anti-Doping Policy and other information to 
the Rowing Ireland website and social media.

• Anti-Doping education being provided through 
workshops and educational courses.

• Communication of Anti-Doping information to all Club 
Secretaries.
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• Anti-Doping information contained in detail within the 
High-Performance Selection Strategy document.

• Anti-Doping Notices on all event entries. General 
messaging re the possibility of athlete testing at both 
Domestic and International events.

Conclusion

Our athletes continue to lead the way by showing that 
rowing is, and continues to be, a clean and drug-free 
sport. By continuing to protect the spirit of rowing through 
educational learning of Anti-Doping, it will hopefully 
continue our success at all levels of the sport both on and 
o�  the water well into the future.
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Carol-Ann Smith
Chairperson

Committee members
Conor O’Boyle
Garth Young 

Audit and Risk Report
Introduction

The Committee’s responsibilities relate to audit, fi nancial 
reporting, periodic review of risk register, and other duties 
as required from time to time by the Board. 
Responsibilities include, and are not limited to: 

• Recommend to the Board the appointment of 
external 

• Auditor and audit fee 
• Agree with the Auditor the scope of the audit 
• Review Rowing Ireland’s procedures with respect to 
• appropriateness and adequacy of fi nancial controls 
• Review the year-end fi nancial statements before 
• submission to the Board 
• Monitor compliance with regulatory requirements. 

Key achievements

The Committee met on several occasions during 2021, 
and 2022. 

Change in Committee Members 

After many years of service, Paul Gallen of Athlone Boat 
Club stepped down from the Committee. Paul was 
instrumental in the establishment of an Audit Committee 
and served as Chair and then member of the committee. 
Rowing Ireland is enormously grateful to Paul for his 
leadership, guidance and support, and we continually 
strive to achieve the high standard set by Paul. 
We were equally grateful to the outgoing Treasurer, Leo 
Gibson, for his years of service on the Committee, both 
as member and Treasurer. Without a Treasurer either 
nominated or appointed at the AGM in 2021, the position 
of Treasurer as a member of the Committee became 
vacant. According to the Terms of Reference in place 
at the 2021 AGM, the composition of the Committee 
required two Directors and the Treasurer. Ordinarily, the 
Treasurer fulfi lled the second Director requirement. 

2021 Audit

Following a necessary and temporary change to 
the Terms of Reference by the Board pending the 
appointment of a Treasurer, Garth Young joined the 
Committee to fulfi l the requirements to have at least two 
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Directors of the company on the Committee. 2021 Audit 
Following the appointment of new Auditors, Grant 
Thornton, the newly formed Committee recommended to 
the Board that the Board and the Audit & Risk Committee 
come together for the purposes of conducting the pre-
audit, and post-audit meeting with the Auditors. Typically, 
this work is undertaken by the Committee, which then 
makes its recommendation(s) to the Board. This is a 
key new relationship, and involvement of the Board 
throughout the process was considered an important 
step for this audit. During the period between the 
commencement and completion of the audit, the audit 
team changed in Grant Thornton and the relationship 
management was transferred from the Dublin o�  ce to 
the Cork o�  ce. 

The Auditor issued an unqualifi ed audit opinion, and the 
Board approved the accounts. 

The Audit & Risk Committee assisted the Board of Rowing 
Ireland to prepare the Directors Report in order to 
showcase the achievements during the year, with the 
assistance of the CEO and her sta�  colleagues. 

Looking Forward - 2022 

Two key tasks for the Committee in 2022 are: 
Review the company’s internal processes and 
procedures, policies, and Terms of Reference that relate 
to the Committee’s responsibilities.  
Recruit new members to the Committee. 

Conclusion 

The Committee is seeking additional members to 
support its work and to welcome members of the rowing 
community to both share and gain experience as part of 
this important committee. The burden of work is limited, 
shared, and relatively predictable. Please contact us at 
auditcommittee@rowingireland.ie for information. 
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Treasurer Report
Year end – 31/12/2021. The audited accounts for what 
was another di�  cult year in 2021 were reviewed by the 
Audit Committee Chaired by Carol Ann Smith. They were 
subsequently approved by the Board of Rowing Ireland. 
On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank Carol Ann 
and Paul for their work and diligence. I would also like 
to acknowledge the work carried out by Alec Mo� ett 
(Financial O�  cer) and Michelle Carpenter (CEO). Some 
of the main items in the annual audited accounts for the 
year ended 31st December 2021 are analysed against 
previous performances in the various tables below
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Income 3,227,203 

Expenditure: 3,243,291 

Other income 20,441 

Operating Surplus/Defi cit 4,353 

Main Income

Grant income 2,288,097

Amortisation of deferred grant income 429,768 

Sponsorships, advertising & other income 190,064 

Development Income 106,538 

Registration fees 76,658 

Championships 38,264 

Athlete contributions 32,250 

A�  liation fees 29,033 

Fees from courses & conferences 27,172 

NRC 6,100 

Home internationals 3,259 

3,227,203

Main Expenditure

HP programme

Depreciation of tangible assets 570,851 

Administration costs 468,047 

Development programme 304,646 

NRC 133,379 

Championships 108,431 

Coach Education 48,932 

Online Shop 20,848 

Branch & Coactal rowing development 11,000 

Audit fees 6,050 

Board & Committee costs  4,782 

3,243,291
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Overall 2021 

Income 3,227,203 

Expenditure: - 3,243,291 

Other income 20,441 

Operating Surplus/Defi cit 4,353 

Main Income

Grant income 2,288,097 

Amortisation of deferred grant income 429,768 

Sponsorships, advertising & other income 190,064 

Development Income 106,538 

Registration fees 76,658 

Championships 38,264 

Athlete contributions 32,250 

A�  liation fees 29,033 

Fees from courses & conferences 27,172 

NRC 6,100 

Home internationals 3,259 

3,227,203

Main Expenditure

HP programme 1,566,325 

Depreciation of tangible assets 570,851 

Administration costs 468,047 

Development programme 304,646 

NRC 133,379 

Championships 108,431 

Coach Education 48,932 

Online Shop 20,848 

Branch & Coactal rowing development 11,000 

Audit fees 6,050 

Board & Committee costs 4,782 

3,243,291
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